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lower seat angles. That, however, shi{ts
the weight of the larger rider rearward, so
ro  ma in ta in  good  ne igh t  d i r t f l bunon  In
the larger sizes, Tesch has to draw the
front wheel back, too, by steepening the
head angle.

As Tesch frames get larger, then, the
' ea t  ang le .  " l acken  and  rhe  head  ang les
\teepen. Bur Tesch doe' keep one rhing
constant in all frame sizes: fork rake.
"You  have  t o  keep  some th ing  cons tan r  i n

l ou r  des igns .  Some  bu i l de r .  choose  l r a r l ,
others head angle. I think I can more ac
curately predict how my bikes will ride by
giving each the same fork," he says,
pointing to the rake column in a thick
noteboo l  o i  computer  p r in rour :  rhar  log
his frame dimensions. Tesch follows ltal
ian building philosophy here, except that
his forks have only 35 millimeters of
rake, whereas virtually all ltalian (and
many American) builders use 40 or 45
mm on their racing bikes. Interestingly,
he  doe 'n  r  ger  a l l  h is  io rk  rake  by  cur r  ing
the fork blades; he cants the blades for,
ward in the c.own, geting extra rake
with less bend in the blades. "l think a
straighterJooking fork looks racier," he
admlts.

\7ith frame designs sorred out to his
satisfaction, Tesch has put a lot of effort
of late into making his building chores
less labor intensive. Unlike his merncrr
Tim Isaac, Tesch tries to do as many
framebuilding steps as he can by ma-
chine. "There is certainly no glory for me
in spending ten minutes mitering a tube
by hand when a lathe can do it in less
time and do it as accurately." He has ac-
cumulated several large machine tools
and ha '  equ ipped them wr rh  rpec ia l  l rgs
and 6xtures to handle mundane chores.

Having these tools makes his job more
pleasurable, Tesch says, but they are also
an integral part of his future. Unlike
m a n y  A m e r i c a n  b u i l d e r s  w h o  h a v e
reached a comfortable l imit of hand pro-
duction, Tesch has plans to expand his
operation and grab a larger market share.
"l hope to become more of a manufactur
er and less of a small t ime guy," he says.
"l never want to turn away business; I
want to get to the point that no matter
nho want , ,  a  [ r :me or  l rou  many the l
want ,  I  can  do  r r . "  Tnch knou.  rha t  rs  a
hard step to rake, but he also knows that
many American framebuilders who have
chosen to remain small make very l itt le
money. He ligures the key to small scale
producr ron  l ies  rn  e f f i c iency .  Thar  in
cludes having enough tools to do the job
quickly and accurately, and having a
good labor force. Despite his discomfort
a t  $ork ing  the  produc t ion  l in r  a t  l re l ,

he understands the merit in the Henry
Ford approach to manufacturing. "No

one in my shop right now builds a whole
bike from start to 6nish."
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building when he fabricated "about 100"
John Howard signature framesets shortly
after he opened shop in San Marcos. He
used that experience to develop his own
production model, the 101 that is fea-

tured in the accompanying road test. In
1986, he built about 200 101s; this year,
he is on track to build over 300.

For 7987, Tesch has accepted a con-
tract from Specialized Bicycle Compo,
nents, a Morgan Hill, California, import-
er of bicycles and components, to build
r tq  rop .o f - the- l ine  road and mounra in
bikes, the Allez Team and the Stump-
jumper Team.

One final product that Tesch hopes to
develop this year is his new OTTL frame.
"OTTL stands for oversized top tube, rug-
less," he explains. The OTTL is a lugless
brazed frame burlr from Tange Pre.rige
steel tubing. Prestige is a light-gauge,
high-strength tube that saves a bit of
frame weight, but the main reason Tesch
likes the lugless concept is rhar it grves
him more flexibil i ty to vary angles and
build non-standard designs for tbe track.

Whatever bikes Tesch builds now and
in the future, you can be assured that they
will be built as true ro a pure racing de
sign as he knows how. "People keep say-
ing my bikes are radical. lfell, my motto
is 'Built for Speed,' and I say my bikes are
built to give the most experienced rider
everything he needs to go fast. If I
thought I could build bikes a beter way,
I 'd  do  i t . "
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Nofihwest ftamebuilder
Angel Rodriguez is more
than a little excited
about the Specialized
lburing II K4s. ?hey strike
a perfect balance between
pedormance and dura, .
bility Wiih a patented
Kevlarlaminate casing
for puncture resistance.
Put on a set of'lburing II
K4s and you'll see why
theyVe made Angel
a little bit loco.

*x&,r8e&
rrr

. -: ,.' .::. r'

AngelRodriguez
R&E Cgcles

BICYCLE CUID!:

f


